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INTRODUCTION


The Bible clearly describes the greatness of God: faithfulness, loyal love, omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence, holiness and righteousness, and mighty in action. Today, we will consider the glorious goodness of God. We teach little children the following meal-time prayer rime: “God is great. God is good. Let us thank Him for our food.” We certainly want to teach our children that God is good! Let us consider this characteristic of God’s nature.

I.
GOD IS ABUNDANT IN GOODNESS TO HIS PEOPLE!

1.
God is generous (“gracious”).
2. God is merciful (“compassionate”).

God is a glorious God. His actions reflect His great love and compassion for us. History reveals that God loves His creation and is personally involved in our lives. God’s goodness abounds in every way as He works out His will in the world and in us.
II.
GOD IS ABUNDANT IN GOODNESS TOWARD ALL!

1. God is patient (“slow to anger”).
2. God is abounding in love (“rich in love”).
God not only loves His followers, but He also loves all persons. God causes it “to rain on the just and the unjust.” He does not show such childish partiality. God bestows great love upon all mankind so that all might know that He loves and cares for them. He does this so that they will respond in love toward Him. Thus, all people who turn away from God are without excuse because He has shown His love for them.
III.
GOD IS ABUNDANT IN GOODNESS TOWARD HIS CREATION.
1. God is trustworthy (“faithful to all his promises”). 
(1)
God promises never to destroy the world by flood again.
(2)
God wants us to take good care of His world.
2.
God is responsible (“loving toward all he has made”).
(1)
God sustains all that exists until He comes again.

“All things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:17).

(2)
God wants us to protect and not destroy what He has made—to love His creation as He loves it.
God has given us a beautiful, colorful creation and expects us to appreciate it, to love it, as He loves it! There is no room for abuse or misuse of what He has given to us for our safekeeping. We are to be responsible stewards, or caretakers, of all that He has made. Furthermore, we are to teach our children the importance of this responsibility. We do that by our attitude toward the earth. Do we respect it? Do we use its resources wisely? Do we keep it clean? What is our attitude toward God’s creation?
CONCLUSION


Our God is a great and mighty God! He has demonstrated it fully by showing His goodness, His compassion, His kindness to us and to those who are not His followers. God loves all people, not just His children. God wants us to love Him in return. He also loves His creation, and He wants us to love and care for it as He does. God is glorious in goodness! His goodness abounds to us! He is not like some rich relative who shares with no one. He is not a Mr. Scrooge! No, He is the opposite. He gives and He gives and He gives some more!
“God is so good. God is so good.
God is so good. He’s so good to me!”
